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Attachment 2 
 
Advisory Policies for Geographic Areas of Particular Concern 
 
a. Coastal Natural Resource Areas - These areas are vital to estuarine and marine 

ecosystems and/or are of great importance to areas immediately inland of the 
shoreline.  Such areas receive special attention from the Commonwealth because 
of their conservation, recreational, ecological, and aesthetic values.  These areas 
are worthy of special consideration in any planning or resources management 
process and include the following resources: 

 
 a) Wetlands 
 b) Aquatic Spawning, Nursery, and Feeding Grounds 
 c) Coastal Primary Sand Dunes 
 d) Barrier Islands 
 e) Significant Wildlife Habitat Areas 
 f) Public Recreation Areas 
 g) Sand and Gravel Resources 
 h) Underwater Historic Sites. 
 
b. Coastal Natural Hazard Areas - This policy covers areas vulnerable to continuing 

and severe erosion and areas susceptible to potential damage from wind, tidal, and 
storm related events including flooding.  New buildings and other structures should 
be designed and sited to minimize the potential for property damage due to storms 
or shoreline erosion.  The areas of concern are as follows: 

 
 i) Highly Erodible Areas 
 ii) Coastal High Hazard Areas, including flood plains. 
 
c. Waterfront Development Areas - These areas are vital to the Commonwealth 

because of the limited number of areas suitable for waterfront activities.  The areas 
of concern are as follows: 

 
 i) Commercial Ports 
 ii) Commercial Fishing Piers 
 iii) Community Waterfronts 
 
 Although the management of such areas is the responsibility of local government 

and some regional authorities, designation of these areas as Waterfront 
Development Areas of Particular Concern (APC) under the VCRMP is encouraged.  



 

 

 Designation will allow the use of federal CZMA funds to be used to assist planning 
for such areas and the implementation of such plans.  The VCRMP recognizes two 
broad classes of priority uses for waterfront development APC: 

 
 i) water access dependent activities; 
 ii) activities significantly enhanced by the waterfront location and 

complementary to other existing and/or planned activities in a given 
waterfront area. 

 
Advisory Policies for Shorefront Access Planning and Protection 
 
a. Virginia Public Beaches - Approximately 25 miles of public beaches are located in 

the cities, counties, and towns of Virginia exclusive of public beaches on state and 
federal land.  These public shoreline areas will be maintained to allow public access 
to recreational resources. 

 
b. Virginia Outdoors Plan - Planning for coastal access is provided by the Department 

of Conservation and Recreation in cooperation with other state and local 
government agencies.  The Virginia Outdoors Plan (VOP), which is published by 
the Department, identifies recreational facilities in the Commonwealth that provide 
recreational access.  The VOP also serves to identify future needs of the 
Commonwealth in relation to the provision of recreational opportunities and 
shoreline access.  Prior to initiating any project, consideration should be given to 
the proximity of the project site to recreational resources identified in the VOP. 

 
c. Parks, Natural Areas, and Wildlife Management Areas - Parks, Wildlife 

Management Areas, and Natural Areas are provided for the recreational pleasure 
of the citizens of the Commonwealth and the nation by local, state, and federal 
agencies.  The recreational values of these areas should be protected and 
maintained. 

 
d. Waterfront Recreational Land Acquisition - It is the policy of the Commonwealth to 

protect areas, properties, lands, or any estate or interest therein, of scenic beauty, 
recreational utility, historical interest, or unusual features which may be acquired, 
preserved, and maintained for the citizens of the Commonwealth. 

 
e. Waterfront Recreational Facilities - This policy applies to the provision of boat 

ramps, public landings, and bridges which provide water access to the citizens of 
the Commonwealth.  These facilities shall be designed, constructed, and 
maintained to provide points of water access when and where practicable. 

 
f. Waterfront Historic Properties - The Commonwealth has a long history of 

settlement and development, and much of that history has involved both shorelines 
and near-shore areas.  The protection and preservation of historic shorefront 
properties is primarily the responsibility of the Department of Historic Resources.  
Buildings, structures, and sites of historical, architectural, and/or archaeological 
interest are significant resources for the citizens of the Commonwealth.  It is the 
policy of the Commonwealth and the VCRMP to enhance the protection of 
buildings, structures, and sites of historical, architectural, and archaeological 
significance from damage or destruction when practicable. 


